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PUBLIC HEARING ON WOMEN RIGHTS IN AFGHANISTAN 
Brussels (Wednesday 12 July 2017) 
9 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.- 3.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. 
(room: Jòzsef Antall - JAN 6Q2)

On Wednesday 12 July  2017  (from 9 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and from 3.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. in meeting room JAN 6Q2) the Subcommittee on Human Rights chaired by Mr Pier Antonio Panzeri (MEP) will hold an hearing on women rights in Afghanistan upon the original reccomandation of the  international campaign “Women for change”. The hearing is hold together with the Women Rights Committee and the EP Delegation for relations with Afghanistan.  

Women for Change is an international campaign for human rights in Afghanistan promoted by COSPE onlus Hawca (Humanitarian Assistance for the Women and Children of Afghanistan) and CSHRN (Civil Society and Human Rights Network) focusing on women as change makers, in the frame of AHRAM (Afghanistan Human Rights Action and Mobilisation), a project co-funded by European Union.  
The campaign wants to draw the attention of the Afghan Government and the international institutions to the need of removing the obstacles limiting the access of women to afghan civil life and to education and of preparing female leadership in the country. The campaign supports positive measures to promote the role of women in politics, in social institutions and in the community at large.  
The hearing will be attended by two of the most representative women rights defenders in Afghanistan:   Ms Horia Mosadiq, human rights activist and journalist who since September 2008 is working with Amnesty International as Afghanistan Researcher and Ms Malalai Joya, activist, writer, and a former Parliamentarian in the National Assembly of Afghanistan from 2005 until early 2007. 

In video conference others guests and AHRAM partners will join the debate: Ms Latifa Ahmadi, Executive director of OPAWC (Organization for Promoting Afghan Women’s Capabilities); Mr Abdull Wadood Pedram, co-founder and Executive Director of Human Rights and Eradication of Violence Organization (HREVO) and Ms Seema Joyenda, women’s rights activist and former governor in the Ghor province. (Attacched the full biography). At the hearing will also be present Mr Chékéba Hachemi (Afghanistan libre, Paris) and Mr Mirco Günther (Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, Kabul). 
In Afghanistan, the environment for female human rights defenders is considerably difficult and dangerous. Over the past few years there has been a significant increase in threats, intimidation and attacks against those at the forefront of promoting and protecting women’s rights. Women acting in public life are particularly subject to pressures and threats from traditional social circles, and they are not adequately protected in the exercise of public functions in freedom and autonomy. 
Supporting the political, and civic leadership of women in the country is therefore an essential policy to stimulate effective and sustainable change in local society. Empowering women’s political and civil leadership means as well affecting structural factors of bad governance, and not merely dealing with its consequences. Furthermore, Women for Change campaign believes that education is important to empower women and to prepare the ground for their participation in political and public life: no investment in education, means less female protagonism in political life.  

That’s why Women for Change campaign asks to the Afghan Government to : fully implement the laws on political participation and of the Elimination of Violence Against Women Law (EVAW Law, 2009), re-establishing the 25% women quota for the seats at Provincial Councils, and apply similar mechanisms in District and Village elections; implement the 2013 1325 UNSCR National Plan on Women, Peace and Security; investigate corruption affecting public education, involving civil society in the monitoring process, and collaborating with investigative journalists; promote programs for female adolescents to empower their intellectual and cultural skills, and challenge the culture of conservatism in society and at school, which undermines their right to access and practice civil and political life; and promote opportunities to facilitate women’s economic initiative, being this often a pre-condition for an active presence of women in public life.
On the other hand, the International Community should make pressure on Afghan government to enhance women’s participation in public life, working in collaboration with human rights defenders; EU and EU member states should allocate resources to empower women as civil and political leaders, and to upgrade access to education of girls and young women; they should protect women under threat when they are exposed to public life, and support programs of job inclusion for women in strategic sectors.
Read the full list of political demands of the campaign here: 

http://www.afghanistanhumanrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Demands-8-afghanistan_AHRAM.pdf
At the end of the hearing it will be screened the documentary film “Orchestra Progress. A Story of Afghan women”, produced by COSPE and directed by Mr Mohammad Behroozian and Mr Stefano Liberti. The movie screening and the following debate will take place in the same room since 18.30 – 20.00, with the support of Mr Panzeri and Mr Petras Auštrevičius. 
AHRAM / afghanistanhumanrights.org

Ahram project’s objective is enhancing respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms in Afghanistan, by supporting human rights’ defenders. Ahram project promotes the national and international campaign “Women for Change”
COSPE / cospe.org

COSPE Onlus is an italian private, secular and non-profit organization. It aims at creating a change which guarantees equal and sustainable development, the respect of human rights, and peace and justice among people.

HAWCA/hawca.org 
Hawca (Humanitarian Assistance for the Women and Children of Afghanistan) pomotes the active partecipation of women in building a safe and jus society in which all afghans of any sex, age, race, ethnicity, tribe, language and religion contribute with equal dignity to the proscpetc of a better world.  
CSHNR/www.cshrn.af
CSHNS (Civil Society and Human Rights Network) is a national wide network consisting of 92 member organitazions and promotes and monitors human rights situation disseminate information toward the society based on democracy and rule of law in accordance with human rights for all afghans. 
Draft programme

Introductory remarks by:

Mr Pier Antonio Panzeri 

Ms Vilija Blinkevičiūtė
Mr Petras Auštrevičius

Interventions  by 

Ms Seema Joyenda 

Mr Abdul Wadoo Pedram 

Ms Malalay Joya

Ms Horia Mosadiq

Mr Mirco Günther
Remarks by the EEAS: 
Closing remarks 
Mr Pier Antonio Panzeri 

Ms Vilija Blinkevičiūtė

Mr Petras Auštrevičius
The heraring can be followed on line 

Http:www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=Droi 
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