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Esraa	
  Abdelfattah	
  	
  
Esraa	
  Abdelfattah	
  is	
  a	
  political	
  activist	
  who	
  played	
  a	
  central	
  role	
  in	
  the	
  mass	
  protests	
  of	
  January	
  2011	
  in	
  Tahrir	
  Square.	
  She	
  was	
  active	
  not	
  only	
  through	
  the	
  web	
  
but	
  also	
  on	
  the	
  field,	
  updating	
  the	
  media	
  with	
  the	
  latest	
  news	
  on	
  the	
  opposition.	
  In	
  2008	
  she	
  co-­‐founded	
  "April	
  6	
  General	
  Strike	
  Egypt",	
  a	
  Facebook	
  group	
  to	
  
promote	
  a	
  day	
  of	
  civil	
  disobedience	
  asking	
   the	
  workers	
   to	
  stay	
  at	
  home	
   in	
  protest	
  against	
   low	
  wages	
  and	
   rising	
   food	
  prices.	
  After	
  being	
  named	
  the	
  social-­‐
network	
   phenomenon	
   "Facebook	
   Girl",	
   she	
   was	
   arrested	
   by	
   the	
   Egyptian	
   security	
   and	
   spent	
   two	
   weeks	
   in	
   jail.	
   She	
   has	
   actively	
   participated	
   in	
   the	
   third	
  
revolutionary	
  wave	
  of	
  June	
  30th,	
   	
  2013.	
  She	
  has	
  been	
  appointed	
  "Woman	
  of	
  the	
  Year	
  2011"	
  by	
  Glamour	
  Magazine	
  and,	
  for	
  her	
  leadership	
  in	
  organizing	
  the	
  
historical	
  movement	
  of	
  Tahrir	
  Square,	
  nominated	
  for	
  the	
  Nobel	
  Peace	
  Prize	
  in	
  2011.	
  She	
  is	
  currently	
  a	
  consultant	
  on	
  civil	
  society	
  at	
  the	
  '"Egyptian	
  Democratic	
  
Academy",	
  and	
  journalist	
  and	
  social	
  media	
  consultant	
  for	
  El-­‐Youm7	
  (the	
  most	
  popular	
  Egyptian	
  newspaper	
  of	
  private	
  property)	
  and	
  for	
  the	
  magazine	
  7Ayam.	
  
	
  
Lisa	
  Ariemma	
  	
  
Lisa	
  Ariemma	
  is	
  a	
  Canadian	
  journalist	
  and	
  researcher.	
  She	
  volunteered	
  at	
  CultureLink,	
  an	
  organisation	
  facilitating	
  the	
  arrival	
  of	
  refugees	
  in	
  the	
  city	
  of	
  Toronto	
  
and,	
  in	
  response	
  to	
  the	
  state	
  of	
  emergency	
  caused	
  by	
  the	
  Hurricane	
  Mitch,	
  she	
  was	
  co-­‐founder	
  of	
  Amigos	
  de	
  Honduras	
  and	
  of	
  Nuevos	
  Orizontes	
  for	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  
housing,	
   health	
   and	
   environment	
   in	
   Honduras.	
   She	
   emigrated	
   to	
   Val	
   di	
   Susa	
   (Italy)	
   in	
   2001.	
   There,	
   she	
   created	
   and	
   developed	
   courses	
   on	
  migration	
   and	
  
intercultural	
  dialogue	
  and	
  co-­‐founded	
  the	
  working	
  group	
  Tutti	
  Uguali,	
  Tutti	
  Diversi	
  (“All	
  Equal,	
  All	
  Different”).	
  She	
  joined	
  the	
  No	
  TAV	
  movement	
  in	
  2005,	
  and	
  
since	
  then	
  she	
  has	
  been	
  investigating	
  the	
  aspects	
  of	
  democracy	
  and	
  social	
  convenience	
  related	
  to	
  the	
  contested	
  high	
  speed	
  railway	
  project.	
  She	
  takes	
  part	
  in	
  
the	
   Committee	
   Presidio	
   Europa	
   -­‐	
   No	
   TAV	
   that	
   aims	
   at	
   connecting	
   movements	
   and	
   institutions	
   in	
   Europe	
   and	
   beyond.	
   She	
   has	
   participated	
   in	
   various	
  
conferences	
   on	
   topics	
   related	
   to	
   democracy	
   and	
   active	
   citizenship	
   in	
   Europe	
   and	
   North	
   America.	
   Currently	
   she	
   is	
   conducting	
   a	
   research	
   on	
   participatory	
  
democracy,	
   active	
   citizenship	
   and	
   major	
   public	
   works	
   and	
   infrastructures.	
   She	
   is	
   one	
   of	
   the	
   organizers	
   of	
   the	
   forum	
   Grandi	
   Opere	
   Inutili	
   e	
   Imposte	
  
(“Unnecessary	
  and	
  Imposed	
  Large	
  Infrastructures”)	
  .	
  
	
  
Marta	
  Bellingreri	
  	
  
Marta	
  Bellingreri	
   is	
   specialized	
   in	
  History	
  of	
  Arab-­‐Islamic	
  Countries	
  and	
   the	
  Mediterranean.	
  She	
  has	
   lived	
   in	
  Syria,	
   Lebanon,	
  Palestine,	
  Egypt	
  and	
  worked	
   in	
  
Tunisia	
  and	
  Jordan.	
  Founder	
  of	
  the	
  association	
  Di.A.Ri.A.	
  in	
  Palermo,	
  she	
  worked	
  in	
  Rome	
  and	
  Lampedusa	
  as	
  an	
  Italian	
  language	
  teacher	
  and	
  cultural	
  mediator	
  
for	
  unaccompanied	
  minors.	
  While	
  travelling,	
  she	
  wrote	
  short	
  stories,	
  articles	
  and	
  editorials	
  published	
  by	
  L'Espresso,	
  Terre	
  Libere,	
  Il	
  Manifesto,	
  Fortress	
  Europe,	
  
Newsweek	
   and	
   Napoli	
   Monitor.	
   She	
   published	
   “Lampedusa.	
   Conversations	
   on	
   islands,	
   politics	
   and	
   migrants	
   (in	
   Italian)"	
   together	
   with	
   the	
   Mayor	
   of	
  
Lampedusa,	
  Giusy	
  Nicolini,	
  and	
  "The	
  sun	
  shines	
  all	
  year	
  in	
  Zarzis	
  (in	
  Italian)".	
  She	
  participated	
  in	
  the	
  documentary	
  film	
  "I'm	
  with	
  the	
  bride"	
  recently	
  presented	
  
at	
  the	
  Venice	
  Film	
  Festival.	
  She	
  is	
  currently	
  a	
  PhD	
  candidate	
  in	
  Cultural	
  Studies	
  at	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Palermo.	
  
	
  
Roni	
  Ben	
  Efrat	
  	
  
Israeli	
   activist,	
   Roni	
   Ben	
   Efrat	
   obtained	
   a	
   degree	
   in	
  History	
   at	
   the	
  Hebrew	
  University	
   of	
   Jerusalem.	
   Since	
   the	
   80s	
   she	
   has	
   been	
   fighting	
   against	
   the	
   Israeli	
  
military	
  occupation	
  of	
  the	
  Palestinian	
  Territories,	
  and	
  is	
  very	
  active	
  in	
  the	
  field	
  of	
  associationism	
  and	
  civil	
  society	
  in	
  Israel.	
  She	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  founders	
  of	
  the	
  
WAC-­‐Ma'an	
   Union	
   (Workers	
   Advice	
   Center)	
   and	
   of	
   the	
   non-­‐governmental	
   organization	
   "Sindyanna	
   of	
   Galilee",	
   which	
   works	
   for	
   social	
   change	
   within	
   the	
  



Occupied	
  Territories	
  helping	
  and	
  supporting	
  small	
  producers	
  and	
  Palestinian	
  workers.	
  Roni	
  is	
  also	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  Executive	
  Committee	
  and	
  of	
  the	
  Secretariat	
  
of	
  the	
  Da'am	
  Workers'	
  Party.	
  Both	
  WAC-­‐Ma'an	
  and	
  Da'am	
  were	
  deeply	
  involved	
  in	
  the	
  Israeli	
  social	
  protest	
  movement	
  of	
  the	
  summer	
  2011,	
  connecting	
  with	
  
and	
  supporting	
  the	
  demands	
  of	
  the	
  Arab	
  Spring	
  protesters,	
  and	
  have	
  been	
  opposing	
  to	
  the	
  Israeli	
  military	
  operations	
  conducted	
  in	
  Gaza.	
  Since	
  1994,	
  Roni	
  Ben	
  
Efrat	
  is	
  Editor	
  of	
  the	
  magazine	
  Challenge	
  and	
  Challenge	
  online,	
  and	
  collaborates	
  with	
  several	
  Israeli	
  and	
  Arab	
  magazines.	
  
	
  
Lina	
  Ben	
  Mhenni	
  	
  
Lina	
  Ben	
  Mhenni	
  is	
  a	
  Tunisian	
  activist,	
  blogger	
  (her	
  blog	
  is	
  called	
  "A	
  Tunisian	
  Girl")	
  and	
  assistant	
  lecturer	
  in	
  linguistics	
  at	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Tunis.	
  She	
  received	
  
the	
  "Deutsche	
  Welle	
  International	
  Blog	
  Award"	
  and	
  "El	
  Mundo's	
  International	
  Journalism	
  Prize".	
  During	
  the	
  regime	
  of	
  former	
  Tunisian	
  President	
  Ben	
  Ali,	
  she	
  
was	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  few	
  bloggers	
  who	
  acted	
  using	
  her	
  real	
  name	
  instead	
  of	
  adopting	
  a	
  pseudonym.	
  Her	
  blog,	
  like	
  her	
  Facebook	
  and	
  Twitter	
  accounts,	
  have	
  been	
  
censored	
  under	
  the	
  regime	
  for	
  containing	
  videos	
  and	
  photos	
  of	
  the	
  Tunisian	
  protests	
  and	
  of	
  injured	
  people.	
  In	
  January	
  2011,	
  she	
  covered	
  the	
  first	
  few	
  weeks	
  of	
  
the	
  Tunisian	
  revolution	
   in	
  the	
  Governorate	
  of	
  Sidi	
  Bouzid,	
  and	
  was	
  the	
  only	
  blogger	
   in	
  the	
  cities	
  of	
  Kasserine	
  and	
  Regueb,	
  when	
  government	
  forces	
  started	
  
killing	
   protesters.	
   From	
   the	
   Tunisian	
   revolution	
  onwards,	
  Mhenni	
   has	
   continued	
   to	
   play	
   a	
   leading	
   role	
   among	
  bloggers	
   and	
  democracy	
   activists	
   in	
   Tunisia,	
  
denouncing	
   the	
   continued	
   corruption	
  of	
   the	
   Tunisian	
   regime.	
   For	
   her	
   activism	
   she	
  has	
   received	
  many	
  death	
   threats,	
   and	
   thus	
   strict	
   police	
   protection	
  was	
  
required.	
  In	
  2011	
  she	
  has	
  been	
  nominated	
  for	
  the	
  Nobel	
  Peace	
  Prize.	
  
	
  
Sara	
  Borrillo	
  
Sara	
   Borrillo	
   is	
   a	
   researcher	
   in	
  Maghreb	
   and	
  Near	
   Eastern	
   Studies	
   at	
   the	
  University	
   of	
   Naples	
   “L'Orientale”,	
  where	
   she	
   focuses	
   on	
   feminism,	
   new	
   female	
  
religious	
   authorities,	
   gender	
  politics	
   and	
   Islam	
   in	
   the	
  MENA	
  area,	
  with	
  particular	
   focus	
  on	
  Morocco.	
   She	
   is	
   an	
  associate	
   researcher	
   at	
   the	
   “Centre	
   Jacques	
  
Berque	
  pour	
  les	
  Sciences	
  Humaines	
  et	
  Sociales”	
  of	
  Rabat,	
  and	
  she	
  is	
  an	
  expert	
  in	
  gender	
  equality	
  for	
  the	
  UNDP	
  Programme.	
  She	
  is	
  the	
  author	
  of	
  the	
  photo-­‐
narrative	
  project	
  “Svelate.	
  Marocco:	
  femminile	
  plurale”,	
  and	
  of	
  several	
  academic	
  essays,	
  including	
  “Feminisms	
  in	
  Morocco	
  between	
  gender	
  policies	
  and	
  social	
  
movements”,	
  “The	
  20th	
  of	
  February	
  movement	
  and	
  gender	
  equality	
  in	
  Morocco”,	
  and	
  “Television	
  preachers	
  and	
  online	
  activists:	
  the	
  mediatic	
  construction	
  of	
  
the	
   feminine	
   gender	
   between	
   Islamic	
   ideals	
   and	
   individual	
   freedoms”.	
   She	
   collaborates	
  with	
   the	
   “Tavolo	
   per	
   i	
   Problemi	
   della	
   Pace	
   e	
   della	
  Guerra”	
   of	
   the	
  
Tuscany	
  Region	
  with	
  the	
  project	
  "Which	
  citizenship?	
  Voices	
  from	
  the	
  Southern	
  Mediterranean	
  ".	
  
	
  
Pietro	
  dall'Oglio	
  	
  
Pietro	
  dall'Oglio	
  was	
  born	
  in	
  Rome	
  in	
  1975.	
  He	
  began	
  studying	
  percussions,	
  first	
  in	
  Italy	
  and	
  later	
  in	
  New	
  York	
  and	
  Puerto	
  Rico.	
  He	
  is	
  a	
  musician	
  specialized	
  in	
  
Afro-­‐Cuban	
   techniques	
   and	
   instruments	
   and	
   a	
   connoisseur	
   of	
   Mediterranean	
   rhythms.	
   He	
   also	
   writes	
   music	
   manuals	
   and	
   has	
   played	
   in	
   groups	
   such	
   as	
  
"Serpiente	
  Latina",	
  "Taakoma"	
  and	
  "Angostura".	
  "Controvento"	
  is	
  his	
  last	
  album.	
  He	
  writes	
  music	
  and	
  participates	
  in	
  various	
  TV	
  programmes.	
  Percussionist	
  and	
  
songwriter,	
  after	
  years	
  dedicated	
   to	
  World	
  Music	
  and	
   to	
   Italian-­‐sang	
  Salsa	
   (here	
  collaborating	
  with	
   the	
  best	
  Cuban	
  Salseros),	
  during	
   the	
   latest	
  year	
  he	
  has	
  
taken	
  on	
  a	
  new	
  and	
  intense	
  interest	
  in	
  Rap,	
  believing	
  that	
  this	
  musical	
  style	
  gives	
  him	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  freely	
  express	
  his	
  texts,	
  putting	
  in	
  relation	
  music	
  to	
  
concepts	
   and	
   topics	
   that	
   speak	
  of	
   love,	
  of	
   the	
   soul	
   and	
  of	
  psychological	
   insight.	
  By	
  experiencing	
  Rap,	
  he	
   recorded	
   "Abuna	
  Paolo",	
   a	
   song	
  dedicated	
   to	
  his	
  
brother	
  Paolo,	
  kidnapped	
  in	
  Syria	
  in	
  2013.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



Sylvia	
  de	
  Fanti	
  
Sylvia	
  De	
  Fanti	
  is	
  an	
  Italian	
  actress	
  and	
  activist	
  with	
  a	
  passion	
  for	
  writing.	
  Born	
  in	
  Montreal,	
  she	
  spent	
  her	
  childhood	
  in	
  Panama	
  and	
  Hong	
  Kong	
  and	
  has	
  lived	
  in	
  
Paris	
   studying	
  at	
   La	
  Sorbonne.	
   She	
  graduated	
   in	
  Communication	
  Sciences	
  at	
   the	
  University	
   La	
  Sapienza	
  of	
  Rome,	
  and	
  obtained	
  a	
   specialization	
   in	
  Cultural	
  
Anthropology.	
  In	
  2004,	
  she	
  occupied	
  and	
  co-­‐founded	
  the	
  Angelo	
  Mai,	
  a	
  cultural	
  centre	
  for	
  independent	
  production	
  based	
  in	
  Rome,	
  thus	
  beginning	
  her	
  history	
  
of	
  political	
  activism	
  in	
  the	
  domain	
  relating	
  to	
  live	
  performing	
  and	
  cognitive	
  work.	
  She	
  was	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  large	
  group	
  of	
  workers	
  who	
  in	
  2011	
  occupied	
  the	
  historic	
  
Teatro	
   Valle	
   in	
   Rome.	
   The	
   occupation,	
   that	
   lasted	
   three	
   years,	
   has	
   received	
   important	
   recognitions,	
   including	
   the	
   Anna	
   Lindh	
   Foundation	
   Award	
   for	
   the	
  
Dialogue	
   between	
   Cultures,	
   and	
   the	
   ECF	
   Princess	
  Margriet	
   Award	
   for	
   its	
   role	
   in	
   the	
   changing	
   of	
   society	
   through	
   culture.	
   The	
   Teatro	
   Valle	
   has	
   staged	
   an	
  
emblematic	
  fight	
  for	
  common	
  goods,	
  and	
  although	
  the	
  collective	
  has	
  physically	
  left	
  the	
  theatre	
  in	
  August	
  2014,	
  it	
  continues	
  to	
  realise	
  commoning	
  practices.	
  	
  
	
  
Ramón	
  Espinar	
  Merino	
  
He	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  spokespersons	
  of	
  Juventud	
  Sin	
  Futuro	
  (JSF),	
  a	
  people-­‐oriented	
  movement	
  focused	
  on	
  the	
  young	
  precarious	
  Spanish	
  population.	
  JSF	
  emerged	
  
as	
  a	
  political	
  experience	
  in	
  2010-­‐2011	
  created	
  by	
  precarious	
  students	
  in	
  the	
  context	
  of	
  the	
  austerity	
  policies	
  and	
  the	
  Eurozone	
  crisis.	
  The	
  broken	
  promises	
  to	
  
the	
   southern	
   European	
   youth	
   in	
   terms	
   of	
   citizenship	
   rights	
   and	
   opportunities	
   was	
   the	
   context	
   for	
   the	
   appearance	
   of	
   a	
   new	
  wave	
   of	
   social	
   and	
   political	
  
movements	
  focused	
  on	
  democracy,	
  social	
  rights	
  and	
  the	
  rejection	
  of	
  national	
  and	
  European	
  elites,	
  a	
  wave	
  known	
  in	
  Spain	
  as	
  Los	
  Indignados.	
  Ramón	
  was	
  born	
  
in	
  Madrid	
  in	
  1986,	
  holds	
  a	
  BA	
  degree	
  and	
  a	
  Master	
  in	
  Political	
  Science	
  from	
  Universidad	
  Complutense	
  de	
  Madrid.	
  As	
  a	
  researcher	
  in	
  Social	
  Sciences,	
  he	
  has	
  
developed	
  works	
  on	
  collective	
  action,	
  citizenship	
  and	
  urban	
  studies	
  around	
  the	
  #SpanishRevolution	
  and	
  the	
  Occupy	
  movements.	
  He	
  collaborates	
  often	
  with	
  
Spanish	
  media	
  on	
  TV	
  political	
  debates	
  and	
  writing	
  Op-­‐Eds	
  for	
  digitals	
  and	
  printed	
  media.	
  
	
  
Chaimaa	
  Fatihi	
  	
  
Chaimaa	
  Fatihi,	
  21	
  years	
  old,	
  was	
  born	
  in	
  Morocco	
  and	
  arrived	
  in	
  Italy	
  at	
  the	
  age	
  of	
  six.	
  Now	
  student	
  at	
  the	
  Faculty	
  of	
  Law	
  in	
  Modena,	
  from	
  2010	
  to	
  2014	
  she	
  
has	
  been	
  responsible	
  for	
  the	
  Young	
  Muslims	
  of	
  Italy	
  (GMI)	
  in	
  the	
  city	
  of	
  Mantua,	
  and	
  today	
  she	
  is	
  member	
  of	
  its	
  National	
  Bureau,	
  in	
  charge	
  of	
  public	
  relations.	
  
She	
  collaborates	
  with	
  the	
  association	
  ONSUR-­‐Italy	
  (World	
  Campaign	
  to	
  Support	
  the	
  Syrian	
  People),	
  and	
  with	
  the	
  project	
  Child	
  Again.	
  On	
  October	
  2013,	
  she	
  has	
  
been	
  on	
  a	
  humanitarian	
  mission	
  on	
  the	
  Turkish-­‐Syrian	
  borders	
  inside	
  Syria.	
  She	
  wrote	
  his	
  high	
  school	
  dissertation	
  on	
  "Which	
  boundary	
  between	
  freedom	
  and	
  
dictatorship?	
  -­‐	
  Syria	
  today,	
  Italy	
  yesterday	
  ...	
  History	
  repeats	
  itself	
  (in	
  Italian)"	
  She	
  was	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  editorial	
  staff	
  of	
  La	
  Civetta,	
  a	
  monthly	
  independent	
  
magazine	
  of	
  Mantua,	
  and	
  has	
  written	
  for	
  local	
  and	
  provincial	
  newspapers.	
  She	
  has	
  been	
  a	
  guest	
  at	
  various	
  events,	
  including	
  inter-­‐faith	
  dialogues,	
  projects	
  on	
  
peace,	
  second	
  generations	
  and	
  rights,	
  giving	
  voice	
  to	
  the	
  oppressed	
  peoples.	
  She	
  has	
  participated	
  in	
  several	
  television	
  and	
  radio	
  broadcasts.	
  
	
  
Nathalie	
  Galesne	
  	
  
Nathalie	
  Galesne,	
   French,	
   lives	
   in	
   Rome.	
   She	
   is	
   the	
   founder	
   and	
   chief	
   editor	
   of	
   Babelmed.net,	
   the	
   first	
   online	
  magazine	
   of	
  Mediterranean	
   cultures,	
  which	
  
breaks	
  down	
  mental	
  barriers	
  and	
  unmasks	
  prejudices.	
  She	
  works	
  with	
  a	
  network	
  of	
  correspondents	
   in	
  the	
  main	
  countries	
  of	
   the	
  Mediterranean	
  chosen	
  for	
  
their	
  independence	
  and	
  knowledge	
  of	
  the	
  social	
  and	
  cultural	
  context.	
  As	
  part	
  of	
  her	
  work	
  for	
  Babelmed,	
  she	
  coordinated	
  various	
  investigations	
  on	
  women's	
  
rights,	
  migration,	
  young	
  people	
  and	
  democratic	
  processes	
  in	
  the	
  Arab	
  countries.	
  	
  For	
  a	
  reportage	
  realised	
  in	
  Lampedusa	
  in	
  2013,	
  she	
  was	
  finalist	
  at	
  the	
  "Premio	
  
Giornalisti	
  del	
  Mediterraneo".	
  She	
  contributes	
  to	
  the	
  French-­‐Maghreb	
  magazine	
  Le	
  Courrier	
  de	
  l'Atlas	
  and	
  the	
  magazine	
  Gibraltar.	
  	
  For	
  the	
  programme	
  Ebticar,	
  
led	
  by	
  CFI	
  (Canal	
  France	
  International)	
  in	
  partnership	
  with	
  the	
  Anna	
  Lindh	
  Foundation	
  and	
  the	
  Samir	
  Kassir	
  Foundation	
  (Beirut),	
  she	
  currently	
  coordinates	
  an	
  
editorial	
  work	
  that	
  involves	
  a	
  network	
  of	
  new	
  digital	
  media	
  in	
  the	
  Arab	
  countries.	
  



Mahmoud	
  Hassan	
  	
  
Mahmoud	
  Hassan,	
   born	
   in	
  Alexandria	
   in	
   1984,	
   is	
   a	
   TV	
   producer,	
  writer	
   and	
  political	
   activist.	
   Between	
   2000	
   and	
   2005,	
   he	
   started	
   his	
   political	
   activity	
   as	
   a	
  
member	
   of	
   the	
   "Muslim	
   Brotherhood”	
   that	
   he	
   left	
   at	
   the	
   end	
   of	
   his	
   academic	
   career,	
   orienting	
   himself	
   toward	
   laic	
   and	
   left	
   positions.	
   In	
   2010,	
   after	
   the	
  
assassination	
  of	
  Khaled	
  Said,	
  he	
  joined	
  "Al-­‐Hashd",	
  a	
  left-­‐wing	
  group	
  that	
  at	
  the	
  time	
  led	
  the	
  protest	
  in	
  Alexandria.	
  He	
  was	
  involved	
  in	
  the	
  Egyptian	
  Revolution	
  
of	
   2011,	
   and	
   in	
   2012	
  was	
   arrested	
   by	
   the	
   Egyptian	
   authorities.	
   Hassan	
   is	
   a	
   novelist	
   and	
   in	
   2012	
   he	
   received	
   the	
   Young	
  Writers	
   Award	
   from	
   the	
   Egyptian	
  
Ministry	
  of	
  Culture	
  for	
  his	
  "The	
  Remaining	
  Stories	
  of	
  What	
  Happened	
  (in	
  Arabic)".	
  He	
  works	
  on	
  documentary	
  production;	
  for	
  Al-­‐Jazeera,	
  he	
  has	
  produced	
  a	
  
series	
  of	
  documentaries	
  about	
  the	
  Arab	
  Spring	
  and	
  on	
  the	
  history	
  of	
  students’	
  and	
  workers’	
  movements	
  in	
  Arab	
  countries.	
  He	
  is	
  currently	
  the	
  producer	
  of	
  a	
  
talk	
  show	
  broadcasted	
  on	
  a	
  well	
  known	
  Egyptian	
  TV	
  channel.	
  He	
  writes	
  articles	
  on	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  political	
  and	
  cultural	
  newspapers,	
  Arab	
  magazines	
  and	
  websites.	
  
	
  
Mohcine	
  Hammane	
  	
  
Mohcine	
  Hammane	
  is	
  a	
  representative	
  of	
  the	
  network	
  Chabaka	
  of	
  Tangier,	
  that	
  works	
  on	
  labour	
  rights,	
  migration	
  and	
  youth.	
  He	
  contributed	
  to	
  the	
  founding	
  
of	
  the	
  association	
  "Tanger	
  Voluntario	
  Desarrollo".	
  In	
  2006,	
  in	
  collaboration	
  with	
  some	
  young	
  Spaniards,	
  he	
  created	
  the	
  association	
  "Arej",	
  that	
  operates	
  with	
  
children,	
  young	
  people	
  and	
  women	
  (and	
  of	
  which	
  he	
  was	
  coordinator,	
  educator	
  and	
  mediator),	
  networking	
  with	
  other	
  national	
  and	
  international	
  groups	
  and	
  
with	
  local	
  institutions.	
  Member	
  since	
  2010	
  of	
  the	
  Human	
  Rights	
  Council	
  in	
  Tangier,	
  he	
  participated	
  in	
  the	
  2011	
  political	
  movement	
  “20th	
  of	
  February".	
  Both	
  
in	
  Spain	
  and	
  in	
  Morocco,	
  he	
  took	
  part	
  in	
  various	
  initiatives	
  and	
  intercultural	
  meetings	
  as	
  expert	
  on	
  children	
  and	
  young	
  people’s	
  conditions	
  in	
  his	
  Country,	
  and	
  
in	
  relation	
  with	
  Spain.	
  Since	
  2010	
  he	
  works	
  at	
  Cospe,	
  at	
  first	
  as	
  an	
  educator	
  on	
  the	
  field,	
  then	
  as	
  general	
  coordinator	
  of	
  different	
  projects.	
  
	
  
Hozan	
  Ibrahim	
  	
  
Ozan	
  Ibrahim	
  is	
  a	
  political	
  and	
  social	
  activist	
  who	
  has	
  been	
  participating	
  in	
  the	
  Syrian	
  civil	
  movements	
  since	
  the	
  year	
  2000.	
  He	
  is	
  the	
  co-­‐founder	
  of	
  the	
  project	
  
"Citizens	
  for	
  Syria",	
  which	
  aims	
  at	
  supporting	
  civil	
  society	
  projects	
  in	
  Syria	
  and	
  at	
  connecting	
  the	
  Syrian	
  democratic	
  movement	
  with	
  associations	
  and	
  citizens	
  of	
  
other	
  countries.	
  He	
  has	
  been	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  Local	
  Coordination	
  Committees	
  of	
  the	
  Syrian	
  Revolution	
  and	
  spokesman	
  for	
  the	
  Political	
  Bureau	
  and	
  for	
  the	
  
Media	
  between	
  2011	
  and	
  2012.	
  In	
  the	
  same	
  years,	
  he	
  has	
  been	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  General	
  Secretariat	
  of	
  the	
  Syrian	
  National	
  Council,	
  directing	
  the	
  Organization	
  
and	
  Development	
  unit.	
  He	
  participated	
  in	
  the	
  project	
  "The	
  Day	
  After",	
  promoted	
  by	
  the	
  foundations	
  SWP	
  (Germany)	
  and	
  USIP	
  (USA)	
  to	
  study	
  a	
  possible	
  Syrian	
  
transition	
  to	
  democracy.	
  He	
  fled	
  to	
  Berlin,	
  where	
  he	
  attends	
  meetings	
  of	
  activists	
  and	
  donors,	
  providing	
  advice	
  on	
  best	
  practices	
  and	
  project	
  management,	
  and	
  
has	
  joined	
  the	
  "Adopt	
  a	
  Revolution"	
  group.	
  He	
  is	
  also,	
  together	
  with	
  the	
  MICT,	
  a	
  consultant	
  and	
  assistant	
  coordinator	
  in	
  the	
  SyrNet	
  Project,	
  a	
  network	
  of	
  Syrian	
  
radios.	
  
	
  
Sister	
  Elisa	
  Kidanè	
  	
  
Born	
  in	
  Segheneiti	
  -­‐	
  Eritrea,	
  Elisa	
  Kidanè	
  is	
  a	
  Combonian	
  nun,	
  writer	
  and	
  poetess;	
  she	
  defines	
  herself	
  “Eritrean	
  by	
  birth,	
  Combonian	
  by	
  vocation,	
  world	
  citizen	
  
by	
  choice".	
  After	
  studying	
  at	
  the	
  women's	
  college	
  of	
  the	
  Comboni	
  Mission	
  in	
  Asmara,	
  she	
  became	
  herself	
  missionary	
  in	
  1980.	
  After	
  the	
  first	
  years	
  of	
  formation	
  
in	
  Asmara,	
  she	
  was	
  sent	
  to	
  Latin	
  America,	
  where	
  she	
  was	
  engaged	
  as	
  a	
  missionary	
  in	
  Ecuador,	
  Peru	
  and	
  Costa	
  Rica.	
  As	
  a	
  journalist,	
  from	
  1996	
  to	
  2004	
  Sister	
  
Elisa	
  worked	
  in	
  the	
  editorial	
  office	
  of	
  the	
  magazine	
  Radius	
  (which	
  afterwards	
  became	
  Combonifem),	
  the	
  monthly	
  magazine	
  of	
  the	
  Comboni	
  Missionary	
  Sisters,	
  
which	
   is	
   based	
   in	
  Verona.	
   From	
  2000	
   to	
  2003	
   she	
  has	
  been	
   responsible	
   for	
   the	
  online	
  news	
  magazine	
   Femmis.	
   From	
  2004	
   to	
  2006	
   she	
   served	
  as	
  General	
  
Councillor	
  of	
  her	
  Institute	
  in	
  Rome.	
  Since	
  January	
  2011	
  she	
  has	
  been	
  writing	
  the	
  column	
  "The	
  Colors	
  of	
  Eve"	
  in	
  the	
  magazine	
  Nigrizia,	
  column	
  which	
  has	
  already	
  
hosted	
  Igiaba	
  Scego	
  and	
  other	
  writers	
  of	
  foreign	
  origins.	
  In	
  2012	
  she	
  has	
  returned	
  to	
  Verona,	
  where	
  she	
  covers	
  the	
  role	
  of	
  director	
  of	
  Combonifem.	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  
Emel	
  Kurma	
  	
  
Emel	
  Kurma	
  is	
  General	
  Coordinator	
  of	
  the	
  Helsinki	
  Citizens'	
  Assembly,	
  an	
  organization	
  of	
  European	
  citizens	
  for	
  peace,	
  democracy,	
  pluralism	
  and	
  human	
  rights.	
  
Emel	
  has	
  been	
  involved	
  in	
  the	
  Gezi	
  Park	
  protest	
  movement	
  of	
  Istanbul.	
  She	
  has	
  a	
  degree	
  in	
  Political	
  Science	
  and	
  Urban	
  Planning	
  and	
  worked	
  in	
  the	
  touristic	
  
sector,	
  in	
  the	
  production	
  of	
  movies	
  and	
  documentaries	
  and	
  also	
  as	
  a	
  translator.	
  Since	
  the	
  90s,	
  she	
  has	
  been	
  dealing	
  with	
  social	
  movements,	
  citizenship	
  rights,	
  
refugees	
   and	
   fundamental	
   freedoms	
   in	
   Turkey	
   and	
  Eastern	
   Europe.	
   She	
  has	
   advised	
   and	
   given	
  numerous	
   contributions	
  on	
   civil	
   society	
   issues	
   to	
   seminars,	
  
training	
  classes	
  and	
  publications	
  for	
  various	
  local	
  and	
  regional	
  authorities,	
  universities	
  and	
  national	
  and	
  international	
  organizations.	
  She	
  is	
  currently	
  completing	
  
a	
  research	
  at	
  the	
  Istanbul	
  Bilgi	
  University	
  on	
  the	
  issue	
  of	
  “sovereignty,	
  governance	
  and	
  civil	
  society”.	
  

Kamal	
  Lahbib	
  	
  
Kamal	
  Lahbib	
  is	
  an	
  ex-­‐	
  political	
  prisoner,	
  jailed	
  for	
  five	
  years	
  for	
  his	
  membership	
  in	
  a	
  secret	
  radical	
  Marxist	
  organisation	
  during	
  the	
  Moroccan	
  “Years	
  of	
  Lead”.	
  
Since	
   the	
   90s,	
   he	
   has	
   been	
   participating	
   in	
   the	
   creation	
   of	
   numerous	
   non-­‐governmental	
  Moroccan	
   organizations	
   such	
   as	
   Espace	
   Associatif,	
   Transparency	
  
Maroc,	
  Forum	
  Vérité	
  et	
  Justice,	
  Observatoire	
  Marocain	
  des	
  Prisons,	
  Collectif	
  Démocratie	
  et	
  Modernité	
  or	
  Observatoire	
  Marocain	
  des	
  Libertés	
  Publiques.	
  He	
  
has	
  a	
  profound	
  knowledge	
  of	
  the	
  Moroccan	
  civil	
  society	
  and	
  has	
  worked	
  in	
  the	
  education	
  sector.	
  He	
  also	
  is	
  the	
  leader	
  of	
  the	
  anti-­‐globalization	
  movement	
  in	
  his	
  
Country.	
  	
  Member	
  of	
  the	
  managing	
  boards	
  of	
  the	
  World,	
  Moroccan	
  and	
  Maghreb	
  Social	
  Forums,	
  Kamal	
  calls	
  himself	
  "the	
  connector"	
  and	
  the	
  "spokesman"	
  of	
  
the	
  associations	
  of	
  the	
  civil	
  society	
  and	
  of	
  the	
  social	
  movements	
  in	
  modern	
  Morocco,	
  and	
  the	
  “facilitator”	
  in	
  the	
  negotiations	
  between	
  social	
  movements	
  and	
  
the	
  Moroccan	
  monarchy.	
  He	
  has	
  founded	
  the	
  FMAS,	
  Forum	
  des	
  Alternatives	
  Maroc,	
  and	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  thinking	
  heads	
  of	
  the	
  World	
  Social	
  Forum	
  held	
  in	
  Tunis	
  in	
  
March	
  2013.	
  
	
  
Anna	
  Lodeserto	
  
Representative	
  of	
  the	
  European	
  Alternatives	
  network,	
  Anna	
  Lodeserto	
  directs	
  the	
  sector	
  Campaigns	
  and	
  Participation.	
  She	
  holds	
  a	
  degree	
  in	
  International	
  and	
  
Diplomatic	
  Sciences,	
  and	
  has	
  worked	
  on	
  countering	
  transnational	
  organized	
  crime	
  first,	
  and	
  citizens'	
  participation	
  in	
  decision-­‐making	
  later.	
  In	
  recent	
  years,	
  she	
  
has	
  coordinated	
  campaigns	
  on	
  freedom	
  of	
  expression	
  and	
  information	
  through	
  the	
  instrument	
  of	
  the	
  European	
  Citizens	
  Iniziative	
  (ECI),	
  which	
  was	
  introduced	
  
by	
  the	
  Lisbon	
  Treaty	
  (2012),	
  working	
  alongside	
  with	
  journalists	
  and	
  associations	
  for	
  the	
  safeguard	
  of	
  the	
  delicate	
  connection	
  between	
  media	
  and	
  immigration	
  
and	
  media	
   pluralism.	
   She	
   has	
  managed	
   the	
   international	
   relations	
   of	
   the	
   Italian	
   campaign	
   "LasciateCIEntrare",	
   a	
   civil	
   society	
   coalition	
   created	
   to	
   request	
  
access	
  of	
  journalists	
  and	
  representatives	
  of	
  organizations	
  to	
  immigration	
  detention	
  centres.	
  She	
  also	
  takes	
  part	
  in	
  the	
  transnational	
  campaign	
  "Open	
  Access	
  
Now"	
   that	
   pursues	
   the	
   same	
   objectives	
   within	
   the	
   Euro-­‐Mediterranean	
   area.	
   She	
   produces	
   regular	
   analysis	
   and	
   articles	
   on	
   the	
   instruments	
   of	
   citizen	
  
participation	
  at	
  European	
  level,	
  on	
  migration	
  policies	
  and	
  on	
  the	
  freedom	
  of	
  press.	
  
	
  
Miguel	
  Luna	
  
Miguel	
  Luna	
  Chiriatti	
  was	
  born	
   in	
  1990.	
  He	
  holds	
  a	
  degree	
   in	
  History	
  with	
  a	
  specialization	
   in	
  the	
  political	
  history	
  of	
   the	
  twentieth	
  century,	
  and	
   is	
  currently	
  
completing	
  a	
  degree	
  in	
  History	
  of	
  Art.	
  He’s	
  unemployed	
  like	
  many	
  young	
  men	
  of	
  his	
  generation.	
  He	
  took	
  part	
  in	
  the	
  “Los	
  Indignados”	
  movement	
  (started	
  in	
  
Madrid	
  in	
  2011	
  and	
  known	
  as	
  “the	
  15-­‐M”),	
  working	
  with	
  numerous	
  affiliated	
  organizations.	
  Moreover,	
  he	
  has	
  supported	
  and	
  participated	
  in	
  many	
  activities	
  of	
  



students’	
  movements	
  in	
  the	
  Spanish	
  capital	
  city,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  in	
  activities	
  of	
  "Juventud	
  Sin	
  Futuro,"	
  the	
  backbone	
  of	
  the	
  15-­‐M	
  movement,	
  and	
  since	
  about	
  two	
  
years	
  he	
  has	
  fully	
  joined	
  it.	
  He	
  is	
  interested	
  in	
  social	
  economy	
  and	
  self-­‐organization	
  among	
  the	
  workers.	
  

Cristina	
  Mastrandrea	
  	
  
Freelance	
  Photojournalist	
  ,	
  graduated	
  in	
  2011	
  Photojournalism	
  Master	
  ISFCI	
  in	
  Rome,	
  deals	
  with	
  issues	
  about	
  female	
  world	
  and	
  their	
  struggle	
  for	
  women's	
  
right.	
  She	
  covered	
  the	
  story	
  of	
  Amina	
  Tylerfor	
  for	
  RAI	
  NEWS	
  24,	
  the	
  tunisian	
  girl	
  who	
  posted	
  her	
  topless	
  pictures	
  on	
  Facebook	
  to	
  protest	
  against	
  Islamic	
  moral.	
  
In	
  Latin	
  America,	
  she	
  has	
  started	
  a	
  project	
  on	
  indigenous	
  women,	
  victims	
  of	
  violence,	
  who	
  left	
  the	
  prison	
  of	
  San	
  Christobal	
  de	
  Las	
  Casas	
  (Mexico)	
  and	
  she	
  made	
  
a	
  reportage	
  regarding	
  the	
  Zapatista	
  communities.	
  Recently	
  has	
  involved	
  in	
  a	
  job	
  in	
  Tunisia,	
  where	
  she	
  met	
  mothers	
  of	
  tunisians	
  fighters	
  who	
  joined	
  jihad	
  in	
  
Siria.	
  She	
  has	
  collaborated	
  with	
  RAI	
  NEWS	
  24,	
  Il	
  Manifesto,	
  La	
  Repubblica	
  and	
  her	
  reportage	
  has	
  been	
  published	
  in	
  many	
  magazines.	
  

Maria	
  Donata	
  Rinaldi	
  
Maria	
  Donata	
  Rinaldi,	
  born	
  in	
  Florence	
  and	
  graduated	
  in	
  Philosophy	
  with	
  a	
  specialisation	
  in	
  Social	
  Anthropology	
  in	
  Paris,	
  collaborates	
  since	
  1985	
  with	
  
international	
  organizations	
  (UNESCO)	
  and	
  non-­‐governmental	
  organizations	
  (Cospe,	
  COCIS)	
  in	
  the	
  field	
  of	
  development	
  cooperation,	
  global	
  education,	
  research,	
  
training,	
  information,	
  socio-­‐cultural	
  heritage	
  and	
  economic	
  development.	
  She	
  lived	
  for	
  some	
  years	
  in	
  Africa	
  (Lesotho,	
  Senegal,	
  Niger,	
  Tanzania)	
  and	
  from	
  the	
  
year	
  2000	
  has	
  been	
  working	
  with	
  the	
  Mediterranean	
  and	
  the	
  Middle	
  East	
  as	
  area-­‐coordinator	
  for	
  Cospe,	
  dealing	
  as	
  well	
  with	
  regional	
  multi-­‐country	
  
programmes	
  on	
  civil	
  society	
  and	
  media,	
  med-­‐activism,	
  youth	
  mobility	
  and	
  labour.	
  She	
  collaborates	
  with	
  several	
  universities	
  in	
  training	
  courses	
  on	
  planning,	
  
management,	
  and	
  monitoring	
  &	
  evaluation	
  of	
  operations	
  for	
  cooperation	
  and	
  active	
  citizenship.	
  As	
  of	
  2014,	
  she	
  is	
  in	
  charge	
  of	
  programmes	
  on	
  Mediterranean	
  
citizenship	
  at	
  COSPE.	
  

Giovanni	
  Serra	
  
Giovanni	
  Serra	
  is	
  since	
  2009	
  the	
  national	
  Vice-­‐President	
  of	
  MoVi,	
  and	
  is	
  actively	
  involved	
  in	
  social	
  cooperation,	
  job	
  creation,	
  training,	
  volunteering,	
  legality	
  and	
  
civil	
  society.	
  He	
  presides	
  the	
  cooperative	
  "Dignità	
  del	
  lavoro",	
  which	
  offers	
  services	
  to	
  the	
  society	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  create	
  jobs	
  in	
  a	
  framework	
  of	
  legality,	
  promote	
  
the	
  employment	
  of	
  disadvantaged	
  people	
  and	
  build	
  a	
  social	
  enterprise	
  culture	
  in	
  Calabria.	
  He	
  is	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  Steering	
  Group	
  of	
  the	
  national	
  programme	
  
"Formazione	
  dei	
  Quadri	
  del	
  Terzo	
  Settore",	
  a	
  strategic	
  action	
  of	
  the	
  Con	
  Il	
  Sud	
  foundation,	
  which	
  counts	
  among	
  its	
  promoters	
  the	
  Forum	
  del	
  Terzo	
  Settore;	
  
the	
  Conferenza	
   Permanente	
   delle	
  Associazioni,	
   Federazioni	
   e	
   Reti	
   di	
   Volontariato	
   (ConVol);	
   and	
   the	
  Coordinamento	
  Nazionale	
   dei	
   Centri	
   di	
   Servizio	
   per	
   il	
  
Volontariato	
  (CSVnet).	
  Active	
  during	
  the	
  last	
  ten	
  years	
  in	
  promoting	
  dialogue	
  in	
  the	
  Mediterranean,	
  Giovanni	
  Serra	
  is	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  Executive	
  Committee	
  of	
  
the	
   Italian	
   Network	
   of	
   the	
   Anna	
   Lindh	
   Foundation	
   (RIDE).	
   Since	
   about	
   six	
  months	
   he	
   has	
   been	
  working	
   in	
   the	
   creation	
   of	
   a	
  Mediterranean	
   Institute	
   for	
  
Activism.	
  
	
  
Ibrahim	
  as-­‐Shataly	
  	
  
Ibrahim	
  as-­‐Shataly,	
  is	
  a	
  young	
  activist	
  living	
  in	
  Gaza	
  and	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  leaders	
  of	
  the	
  Palestinian	
  Arab	
  Spring	
  which	
  has	
  been	
  challenging	
  the	
  divisions	
  within	
  the	
  
Palestinian	
   society	
   and	
   its	
   political	
   spectrum,	
   and	
   opposing	
   the	
   Israeli	
  Occupation,	
   and	
  which	
   carried	
   the	
   name	
  of	
   "Movement	
   of	
   the	
   15th	
   of	
  March".	
  He	
  
conducts	
  researches	
  on	
  young	
  people	
  and	
  on	
  the	
  mechanisms	
  for	
  change.	
  He	
   is	
  part	
  of	
  many	
  social	
   initiatives	
  against	
   the	
   Israeli	
   siege	
  on	
  Gaza	
  and	
  for	
   the	
  
freedom	
  of	
  movement	
  and	
  residence	
  for	
  Palestinians.	
  He	
  is	
  also	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  various	
  local	
  Palestinian	
  NGOs,	
  and	
  follows	
  the	
  activities	
  of	
  the	
  Civitas	
  Academy	
  



promoted	
  by	
  the	
  Civitas	
  Institute,	
  an	
  independent	
  body	
  created	
  in	
  2001	
  on	
  the	
  initiative	
  of	
  young	
  community	
  leaders,	
  democrats,	
  journalists,	
  activists,	
  human	
  
rights	
  defenders	
  and	
  workers	
  of	
  the	
  Palestinian	
  civil	
  society.	
  
	
  
Alaa	
  Talbi	
  	
  
Born	
   in	
  Tangerine	
   in	
  1972,	
  Alaa	
  Talbi	
   is	
  a	
  Tunisian	
  activist,	
  writer	
  and	
  poet.	
  After	
  being	
  for	
  a	
   long	
  time	
  project	
  coordinator	
   for	
  the	
  "Forum	
  Tunisien	
  pour	
   le	
  
Droits	
  Economiques	
  et	
  Sociaux",	
  he	
  is	
  currently	
  its	
  Executive	
  Director.	
  The	
  FTDES	
  plays	
  a	
  central	
  role	
  in	
  the	
  debate	
  on	
  labour	
  rights	
  and	
  the	
  management	
  of	
  
migration	
  flows.	
  As	
  a	
  poet,	
  he	
  explores	
  regional	
  languages	
  as	
  a	
  means	
  for	
  a	
  widespread	
  social	
  transformative	
  awareness,	
  enhancing	
  also	
  street	
  arts	
  with	
  the	
  
"Street	
  Poetry	
  Collective”.	
  He	
  holds	
  an	
  academic	
  degree	
  in	
  ancient	
  Turkish	
  and	
  Persian	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  a	
  degree	
  and	
  master’s	
  degree	
  in	
  History.	
  He	
  is	
  currently	
  a	
  PhD	
  
student	
  in	
  History,	
  Religion	
  and	
  System	
  of	
  Thought	
  at	
  the	
  Ecole	
  Pratique	
  de	
  Hautes	
  Etudes	
  in	
  Paris.	
  He	
  has	
  been	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  Organizing	
  committee	
  of	
  the	
  
World	
  Social	
  Forum	
  and	
  of	
  the	
  Social	
  Forum	
  of	
  Free	
  Media	
  that	
  took	
  place	
  in	
  Tunis	
  in	
  March	
  2013,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  recent	
  World	
  Forum	
  on	
  Human	
  Rights	
  
held	
  in	
  Marrakech	
  and	
  of	
  the	
  Peoples	
  Forum	
  of	
  Ottawa.	
  He	
  is	
  author	
  of	
  many	
  articles	
  and	
  publications.	
  
	
  
Mohamed	
  Tolba	
  	
  
Mohammad	
  Tolba	
   is	
  an	
  Egyptian	
  Salafi	
  activist	
  and	
  entrepreneur	
   in	
  the	
  field	
  of	
   informatics.	
  He	
  was	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  first	
  protesters	
  with	
  a	
  religious	
  sensibility	
  to	
  
reach	
  Tahrir	
  Square	
  during	
  the	
  revolution	
  of	
  2011.	
  In	
  the	
  same	
  year,	
  he	
  founded	
  "Salafyo	
  Costa"	
  ("The	
  Salafis	
  who	
  sit	
  at	
  the	
  Costa	
  Café"),	
  a	
  group	
  promoting	
  
cultural	
   diversity,	
   inter-­‐religious	
   understanding	
   and	
   pluralism,	
   fighting	
   for	
   social	
   justice	
   and	
   citizenship	
   rights.	
   Tolba	
   and	
   the	
   other	
   founders	
   of	
   the	
   group	
  
provocatively	
  decided	
  to	
  call	
  themselves	
  with	
  the	
  place	
  where	
  they	
  met:	
  the	
  chain	
  of	
  Costa	
  Coffee	
  Shops.	
  The	
  group	
  has	
  evolved	
  into	
  a	
  social	
  movement	
  and	
  in	
  
a	
  dialogue	
  forum,	
  uniting	
  activists	
  with	
  different	
  cultural,	
  religious,	
   ideological	
  and	
  ethnic	
  backgrounds.	
  "Salafyo	
  Costa"	
   includes	
  Coptic	
  Christians,	
  Socialists,	
  
Islamic	
   and	
   liberal	
   activists.	
   Some	
   of	
   the	
   female	
  members	
   of	
   the	
   group	
  wear	
   the	
  Niqab,	
  while	
   others	
  wear	
   jeans.	
   Together	
   they	
   have	
   created	
   a	
   common	
  
identity	
  and	
  pursue	
  common	
  goals.	
  
	
  
Costis	
  Triandaphyllou	
  
Known	
  simply	
  as	
  Costis,	
  Costis	
  Triantaphyllou	
  was	
  born	
   in	
  Athens	
   in	
  1950	
  by	
  a	
  Greek	
  family	
   from	
  Alexandria,	
  Egypt.	
  Multi-­‐talented	
  visual	
  artist,	
  writer,	
   film	
  
director	
   and	
   poet,	
   he	
   lives	
   and	
  works	
   in	
   Athens	
   and	
   Paris.	
   After	
   graduating	
   in	
   political	
   science	
   in	
   1972	
   from	
   the	
  University	
   of	
   Athens,	
   at	
   the	
   peak	
   of	
   the	
  
Colonels’	
  dictatorship,	
  he	
  followed	
  his	
  own	
  artistic	
  inclinations	
  and	
  attended	
  the	
  courses	
  of	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Paris	
  III,	
  obtaining	
  a	
  degree	
  in	
  Film	
  and	
  Visual	
  Arts	
  
and	
  in	
  Philosophy.	
  His	
  work	
  ranges	
  from	
  movies	
  (director	
  of	
  the	
  film	
  "Saga	
  of	
  a	
  City"),	
  to	
  books	
  (author	
  of	
  several	
  poems),	
  to	
  symposia	
  and	
  lectures	
  on	
  various	
  
topics.	
  Prolific	
  avant-­‐garde	
  visual	
  artist,	
  he	
  exhibited	
  his	
  works	
  in	
  major	
  contemporary	
  art	
  museums	
  and	
  in	
  private	
  collections	
  in	
  Greece	
  and	
  other	
  European	
  
countries	
  such	
  as	
  France,	
  Germany	
  and	
  Belgium.	
  He	
  was	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  leaders	
  of	
  the	
  group	
  "Direct	
  Democracy"	
  at	
  Constitution	
  Square	
  (Plateiós	
  Syntagmatós)	
  and	
  
collaborates	
  with	
  the	
  magazine	
  of	
  social	
  criticism	
  Protagma.	
  
	
  
Progetto	
  Mediterranea	
  
	
  
Simone	
  Perotti	
  	
  
Simone	
  Perotti,	
  writer	
  and	
  sailor,	
  is	
  the	
  initiator	
  and	
  founder	
  of	
  	
  Progetto	
  Mediterranea,	
  its	
  cultural	
  manager,	
  general	
  coordinator	
  and	
  captain	
  of	
  the	
  boat.	
  He	
  
is	
  the	
  author	
  of	
  numerous	
  works,	
  including	
  the	
  bestseller	
  "Adesso	
  basta"	
  (the	
  first	
  book	
  on	
  downshifting	
  in	
  Italy),"Avanti	
  tutta",	
  "Dove	
  sono	
  gli	
  uomini?",	
  and	
  



novels	
   such	
   as	
   "Uomini	
   senza	
   vento"	
   and	
   "L'equilibrio	
   della	
   farfalla".	
   He	
   wrote	
   and	
   conducted	
   the	
   television	
   programme	
   on	
   Rai	
   5	
   "Un'altra	
   vita".	
   He	
  
collaborates	
  with	
  magazines	
   and	
   newspapers	
   such	
   as	
   Yacht	
   Capital,	
   Fare	
   Vela,	
   Il	
   Fatto	
  Quotidiano	
   and	
   Corriere	
   della	
   Sera,	
  writing	
   articles	
   and	
   reports	
   on	
  
current	
   events,	
   travels	
   and	
   navigation.	
   He	
   has	
   his	
   own	
   blog	
   (www.simoneperotti.com)	
  which	
   has	
   become	
   a	
   generational	
   community.	
   In	
   command	
   of	
   the	
  
Mediterranea	
  boat,	
  he	
  recently	
  begun	
  his	
  five	
  years	
  long	
  expedition	
  throughout	
  the	
  Mediterranean,	
  the	
  Black	
  Sea	
  and	
  the	
  Northern	
  Red	
  Sea.	
  
	
  
Francesca	
  R.	
  Piro	
  
Francesca	
  R.	
  Piro	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  founders	
  of	
  Progetto	
  Mediterranea.	
  Press	
  officer	
  and	
  coordinator	
  for	
  logistics	
  on	
  land	
  and	
  at	
  sea,	
  she	
  is	
  also	
  in	
  charge	
  of	
  the	
  
relations	
  with	
   the	
   institutions.	
   She	
   collaborates	
  with	
   Simone	
   Perotti	
   in	
   the	
   organization	
   and	
   planning	
   of	
   the	
   cultural	
   initiatives	
   of	
   the	
   expedition	
   and	
   is	
   a	
  
member	
   of	
   the	
   Rais	
   Committee	
   (commanders	
   in	
   training)	
   of	
   the	
   crew	
   of	
   Mediterranea.	
   Specialised	
   physician,	
   she	
   lives	
   and	
   works	
   in	
   Rome.	
   Sommelier	
  
graduated	
  AIS,	
   she	
   applies	
   this	
   expertise	
  within	
   the	
   activities	
   of	
   the	
   expedition.	
   She	
   alternates	
   periods	
   of	
   navigation	
  with	
  periods	
   spent	
   ashore	
   to	
   devote	
  
herself	
  to	
  her	
  profession	
  and	
  to	
  follow	
  the	
  activities	
  of	
  the	
  project.	
  
	
  
Daniela	
  Di	
  Ciaccio	
  
Daniela	
  Di	
   Ciaccio	
   is	
   one	
  of	
   the	
   founders	
  of	
   Progetto	
  Mediterranea	
   and	
   responsible	
   for	
   the	
   scientific	
   projects,	
   partnerships	
   and	
   sponsorships,	
   as	
  well	
   as	
   a	
  
member	
  of	
  the	
  expedition	
  crew.	
  Consultant,	
  trainer	
  and	
  certified	
  coach,	
  she	
  has	
  been	
  responsible	
  for	
  “Area	
  Consulting”	
  at	
  Six	
  Seconds	
   Italia-­‐The	
  Emotional	
  
Intelligence	
   Network.	
   She	
   has	
   dealt	
   with	
  management	
   processes,	
   training	
   and	
   human	
   resources	
   development,	
   and	
   has	
   been	
   professor	
   of	
   "Organizational	
  
behaviour"	
   at	
   the	
   Engineering	
  Management	
   Programme	
   of	
   the	
   University	
   of	
   Bologna.	
   She	
   holds	
   a	
   degree	
   in	
   Sociology,	
   with	
   specialisation	
   in	
   economics,	
  
organization	
  and	
  work.	
  


